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M.  DCC.  XXXV. 


TO  HIS 


Much  Elteemed  and  Honoured  Friend, 


Dr.  JOHN  LANE, 


S  I  R, 


X 


|  HE  Honour  you  ha)>e  frequently  done  me ,  by  your 
(prefence  in  my  Operations ,  and  the  Courage  I  too If 
from  the  Countenance  of  fo  good  a  Judge ,  require 
of  me  the  moft  public k_  Acknowledgment,  ejpe- 
___  dally  confidering  the  (Recovery  of  JeVeral  I  have 

Cut,  is  to  be  attributed  to  your  Advice  and  Conjummate  Judgment . 
In  the  lajl,  as  there  happen’d  Jomething  worthy  your  Notice ,  jo 
it  led  you  to  asf  me,  what  I  had  particularly  remar  If  d  in  the 
feVeral  Methods  of  Lithotomy,  and  which  had  the  (preference  ? 

B  And 
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And  jince  the  (Reputation  the  Art  of  Chirurgery  hears  in 
thefe  (parts ,  is  greatly  owing  to  the  generous  Encouragements 
you  haye  given  to  the  Profeffors  of  it-,  Therefore  give  me 
leaVe^  to  offer  thefe  ObferVatlons  to  your  Perufal ,  and  my  Pg- 
queft  is,  that  you  ll  accept  of  them  as  a  Teftimony  of  that  grateful 
Senfkj  baVe  of  your  FriendfJrip  in  general  to  the  Profejfion ,  and 
in  particular  to 

Your  moft  obliged  Servant, 


Samuel  Pye. 


O  M  E 


SOME 


OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 


Several  Methods 


O  F 


LITHOTOMY. 


Hii  S  the  Miferies  Mankind  endure  under 
the  Affliction  of  the  Stone,  draw  from 
us  the  higheft  Companion  5  fo  we  can¬ 
not  fufficiently  exprefs  our  Gratitude  to 
the  Memories  of  thole  great  Men,  who, 
with  unwearied  Induftry  in  the  feveral 
Branches  of  our  Profeflion,  have  found  out  a  Poiflbiiity 
of  Relief  in  this  deplorable  Difeafe,  by  an  Operation,  no 
lefs  noble  and  furpriling  in  its  Difcovery,  than  wonder¬ 
ful  in  its  EffeCt. 

To  defcribe  the  feveral  Methods,  handed  down  to  us, 
wou’d  be  needlefs  and  vain  in  me,  fince  they  are  fo  fully 
fet  forth  in  Celfus ,  Guido,  (ftoffetus,  Fienus,  Hildatm,  See,  Nor 
fhall  1  prefume  to  determine  which  has  the  Preference. 

B  t  But 


8 


Some  Ohfervcttions  on  Lithotomy. 

But  as  the  prefent  Times  feem  to  run  into  a-  general 
Approbation  of  the  Method  defcrib'd  by  (fiojfetus ,  tho’ 
Hr  ft  brought  into  Practice  here  by  Mr.  John  Doublets; 
and  fince  farther  eftablifh’d  by  the  fuccefsful  Operations 
of  Mr.  CheJ elderly  Mr.  Dobyns ,  Mr.  'Bawber,  &cc.  I  like 
the  Liberty  to  offer  iome  Remarks,  that  have  oc~ 
curr  d  to  me,  in  the  different  Ways  of  Cutting. 

1  wou’d  not  be  thought  to  caft  any  invidious  Refle¬ 
ction  on  this  new  Method,  or  to  endeavour  to  draw  it 
into  the  leaft  Difcreditj  the  bringing  it  into  Practice, 
certainly  delerves  the  greateft  Acknowledgment. 

My  View  is,  to  obviate  the  Afperlions  of  fome  un¬ 
thinking  Perfons,  who  depreciate,  and  cry  down  all  the 
other  Methods,  as  in  no  wife  now  to  be  followed  5  and 
to  fhew,  that  in  feveral  Inftances  wherein  1  have  been 
concern’d,  there  have  happen’d  many  Circumftances, 
that  have  given  every  Operation  its  advantagious  Turn. 

Particular  Hiftories  faithfully  related,  wou'd  be  of  the 
greateft  ule  j  but  fuch  is  the  Difingenuity  of  fome  in 
thefe  Times,  they  conceal  their  Mifcarriages,  and  with 
the  Suecefs  of  Two  or  Three  lucky  Cures,,  are  carried 
to  fuch  a  pitch  of  Vanity,  that  they  attempt,  at  all  Ha¬ 
zards,  what  a  prudent  Man  wou’d  avoid. 

And  as  this  Operation  at  the  beft,  is  too  uncertain,  and 
the  only  Aim  of  the  Surgeon  ought  to  be  the  Relief  and' 
Safety  of  the  Afflicted,  fo  it  highly  behoves  him  to  ex¬ 
amine  well  the  Symptoms  of  the  Patient,  before  he  ap¬ 
plies  the  Knife  ;•  nor  fhou’d  he  ever  prefume  to  do  it, 
without  the  favour  of  a  good  a  Prognoftic, 

a  Non  igitur  fine  deledlu  corporis,  peculiaris  Naturae  Temperiei,  Sedio  eft:  molienda* 
hud.  Rum*  Annot.  m  tap.  de  tinm  ardors  Holism. 

And 


\ 


And  as  the  Structure  of  the  Parts,  under  the  Influence 
of  any  Difeafe,  where  Manual  Operation  is  required,  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  be  examin’d  into,  and  thoroughly 
known  ;  fo  nothing  can  lead  us  into  that  but  Anatomi¬ 
cal  Difquilitions :  To  a  thefe  we  owe  the  Principles  of  our 
Art,  and  by  thefe  we  are  directed  in  our  Prabtice. 

To  what  an  unjuftifiable  Hazard  fliou’d  we  ex_ 
the  Lives  of  Perfons  entrufted  to  our  Care,  if  we  mak 
our  Incifions  in  that  rafh  manner  ( to  fay  no  worfe 
which  they  muft  be,  when  the  Surgeon  has  not  take 
care  to  lay  that  Foundation  for  his  Prabtice. 

I  wifh  there  were  not  too  many  Inftances,  where^-*.  /» 

Fate  has  followed  too  clofe  upon  the  Knife,  to  confirm 
rtbis  Cenfure  3  in  luch  fudden  Cataftrophes  there  is  too 
much  reafon  to  fufpebt  an  Errour,  both  in  Judgment^-/ 
and  Performance.  \  %/*%$£**  I 

But  be  it  from  what  Caufe  l'oever,  ’tis  a  neceffary  Duty  ' 

that  the  Hiftory  of  Inch  Cales  be  candidly  imparted,  tout' 
prevent  others  from  falling  into  the  like  Miftake :  This, 
in  fome  Meafure,  wou’d  atone  for  the  Rafhnefs,  and- 
probably  lay  a  better  Foundation  for  a  future  Prabtice. 

A  ferious  Reflebtion  on  luch  Misfortunes,  wou’d  give 
a  Check  to  the  rafh  Advances  of  unexpefienc’d  Perfons,- 
improve  their  Judgments,  and  convince  them,  that  Four  • 
or  Five  accidental  Cures,  are  not  fufficient  to  fet  afide 
wholly  a  Prabtice  fo  long  approved- of,  and  eftablifb’d : 
on  the  moft  confirm’d.  Experience. 

For  my  own  part  I  fihall  make  no  fcruple  to  relate  the* 
various  Succefles  of  thole  who  have  been  under  my  Care, 

a  Hippocrates  l,  dc  arte,  0  </T  Ltd'  tv  cpQlwnfj  Kctt  wffa  m 

lotljlweu* 
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to  Some  Obfervations  on  Lithotomy. 

with  the  utmoft  Candour  and  Fidelity  5  and  what  en¬ 
courages  me  in  this  is,  the  noble  Example  I  have  be¬ 
fore  me  of  the  Divine  old  Man  5  He  never  conceal’d  his 
a^.dviv ;  and  it  was  from  fuch  faithful  Obfervations,  he 
form’d  thofe  Handing  Axioms  he  has  lefr  us. 

Did  we  weigh  the  Reaions  he  had  for  thofe  Judg¬ 
ments  he  has  made  in  this  Diftemper,  we  fhou’d  foon 
find,  that  we  ought  not  to  attempt  fuch  Operations,  but 
upon  the  moft  mature  Thought. 

The  Solemnity  of  his  Oath  in  this  Particular  fhews, 
that  he  had  the  moft  tender  Concern  for  the  Good  of 
Mankind,  when  he  enjoin’d  3  it  on  his  Pupils  5  leaft  an 
over  Fondnefs  of  being  an  Operator,  fhould  tempt  any 
of  them  to  trifle  with  Life. 

In  his  b  (prdnotiones  he  tells  us,  how  fatal  fome  Difeafes 
of  the  Bladder  are  5  from  whence  we  may  juftly  infer 
Wounds  in  fuch  diftemper’d  Cafes,  muft  inevitably  draw 
on  a  fpeedy  Death. 

Cel/us  has  his  Cautions  too,  and  —  De/per atos  minime 
attingendos  ejfe ,  is  his  Charge.  Nr  infamentur  (1^ media ,  qu<e 
mtdfis  Jaluti  fuerunt. 

Thus  far  I  thought  fit  to  premife,  and  fhall  now  pro¬ 
ceed  to  thofe  Obfervations,  that  have  fallen  in  my  way 
under  this  Head. 

The  firft  is  a  Cafe  that  happen’d  foon  after  Mr.  Dou¬ 
glas  had  publifh’d  his  T radfc.  - 

4  Jusjurand.  Hip.  #  tS 0  p.lu>  A iStvyrstf*  tKyugnev  */£  ifydrtlffw  dvfy&fft 

b  Praenotion.  Seft  xix.  j.,  8.  KyV/e?  crxAnpat  r*  ^  4WJW/,  difmi  'WeA^V  ju 
#Ai0ee^‘  y  qk'q$cu  wupTrS  guvsyS  y'ivwf)* 
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Some  Obfervations  on  Lithotomy. 
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A  poor  Man  fenc  for  me,  under  the  mod  violent 
Torture  from  the  Stone,  a  total  Suppreffion  of  Urine, 
and  a  large  Tumour  pofleffing  the  Epigaftrium :  I  endea¬ 
vour’d  to  pafs  the  Catheter,  but  cou’d  not:  a  Clyfter 
was  adminiftred,  which  gave  him  fome  little  Eafe;  but 
his  Pains  return’d  foon,  and  with  fo  much  Violence, 
that  he  expir’d  that  Night.  The  next  Day  he  was  open’d  3 
but  firft,  as  the  Tumour  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Ab¬ 
domen,  was  fo  remarkably  large,  and  painful,  1  exa¬ 
mined  that,  and  found  a  Fluctuation,  like  Matter,  under 
the  Skin  5  upon  making  a  PunCture,  a  large  quantity  of 
Pus  mix’d  with  Urine  followed :  Then  1  carefully  di¬ 
vided  the  Integuments,  and  traced  the  Sinus  down  into 
the  Bladder,  from  whence  I  extracted  a  Stone,  the  fize  of 
a  common  Wallnut,  hard,  and  of  a  blackifh  Colour,  but 
befec  with  various  Angles,  or  Points,  of  Chryffalliz’d 
Salts,  not  unlike  Sparr. 

The  Bladder  was  mortified  :  upon  examining  into 
the  Neck  of  it,  I  found  the  Sphincter  hard  and  ftrongly 
contracted  ;  but  forcing  my  Finger  through,  felt  another 
Stone  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Urethra:  then  I  attempted 
with  my  Staff  to  pufh  it  back,  but  in  vain,  and  it  was 
with  the  greateft  difficulty  pals’d  by :  I  cut  on  the  Staff, 
and  thruft  it  out;  it  was  of  the  Bignefs  of  a  Mulberry, 
globular,  and  pointed  as  the  ocher.  ’  -<  A 

What  is  remarkable  in  this  Cafe  is,  that  had  this 
unhappy  Wretch  been  in  fuch  a  State  as  to  have  admit-f 
ted  the  Operation,  nothing  but  the  Minor  Apparatus  of 
the  lower  Way  cou’d  have  fucceeded.  s  V 

Another  Cafe  worthy  Oblervation,  was  of  an  old 
Gentleman,  aged  75,  who  had  fome  time  lain  ill  unde 
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1 2  Some  Obfervations  of  Lithotomy. 

frequent  Suppreffions  of  Urine,  from  which  i  as  often 

relieved  him  by  the  Catheter.  His  Urine  was  loaded 
with  a  flimy  Mucus,  which  now  and  then  gave  him 
Pain  in  coming  off  3  otherwile  had  fo  little  Uneafinels, 
that  we  cou’d  not  prevail  on  him  to  believe  he  had  a 
Stone,  tho’  I  had  often  allured  him,  that  I  felt  one  or 
At  length  he  was  perfwaded  to  take  another 


more. 


Surgeon’s  Opinion  with  me,  who  confirm’d  to  him  the 
rtainty  of  a  Stone. 

We  thought  him  too  old  for  the  Operation,  and  there- 
4  fore  propofed  only  a  Palliative  Cure,  which  was  Cutting 

Sim  extractions  calculi  ad  mentein  Fieni ,  Cap.  xiv.  Tra&at . 
WJflS ^tt  deSeHione  calculi.-  But  his  great  Age,  and  other  Infirmi- 
FLS ;  4  ties,  back’d  with  his  Diffidence  of  Succels,  overfway’d 
his  Refolution,  that  he  chofe  rather  to  fubmit  to  the  Se- 
■p  £y  yerity  of  his  Difeafe,  which  in  a  little  time  after  carried 

°ff-  • 

;  f  was  defired  to  open  him,  and  found  his  Bladder 

1  ‘/f  ,  ^firee  from  any  inflammation  or  Hardnefs,  but  no  lefs  than 
thirty  three  Stones  of  different  Sizes,  from  three  Quar- 
s  ^  ters  of  an  Inch  Diameter  to  a  Quarter  the  leaft  of  them, 
ytu  &*^all  perfectly  round,  and  poiifhed  as  the  fineft  Bezoar3 
his  Kidneys  were  lound,  and  free  from  any  Appearance 
©f  the  Stone :  In  the  Vejtca  FeUea  there  were  thirteen 
^D’^large  Stones. 

^  Qphjs  was  we  obferved  remarkable  in  him  :  Had  I 
%  vbeen  fo  happy  as  to  have  cut  him,  as  we  propofed,  thofe 
Stones  woffd  have  followed  the  leaft  Dilatation  of  the 
fa**"!  j  Sphindier,  and  in  all  probability,  it  wou’d  have  been 
"^^'4  fuccefsful. 

This 


This  is  Inftanced  to  fliew,  the  Preference  the  old  Me- 

%  a  #  IT  *  *  '  ''  •%  ^  '  *.  /'  f. 


thods  muft  have  had  here,  and  that  to  have  gone  Thirt 


Three  times  down  into  the  Bladder,  which  muft  have  «*7^s 


been  done  in  the  new  Way,  wou’d  have  been  very 
tedious  and  full  of  Hazard. 

As  Ftenus  upon  Operations  is  a  Book  fcarce,  and  in  *  *.«**#*< 
that  Chapter  abovementioned,  there  are  many  ufeful  /“*  , 

pmcjrl'c  I  f-lirmrrVif"  iV  nnt-  amifc  fn  <#•  in  rk**. 


Remarks,  I  thought  it  not  amifs,  to  tranfcribe  it  in  the 
Author’s  own  Words.  ^ 

■/  *  //  ■■  •/■■■('  ■  f  /-,■■■'  ■  *  ■  * 
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Seftio,  fine  extractions  calculi,  &  quibm 

conveniat. 


«'  -  v  v  -  ■■  \  r  •  ?  •  *' 

-W  ,  a  w  >  i.  -  *■  '/*  U  .  ;  -  „ 

•  f  ^  ?  •  jf  ,  ; 

VErum  quia  omnis  dxtradfcio  Calculi  eft  valdr 
“  periculofa,  praecipue  in  fenibus,  qui  funt 
“  imbecilli,  propter  tot  contufiones,  quas 
vefica  debet  pati  5  a  digitis,  catheteribus,  dudtoribus 
verticulis,  everriculis,  tenaculis,  8c  uncis,  unde  in- 
flammatio  fequitur.  Et  quia  periculum  eft,  ne,  dum 
extrahitur,  vefica  dilaceretur,  vel  fi  afper  fit  Calculus, 
venae  haemorrhoidales  vel  aliar  lacerencur,  unde  le- 
thalis  haemorrhagia  fequeretur:  Ec  quod  maximum 
eft  periculum,  ne,  dum  Calculus  apprehenditur  &  ex¬ 
trahitur,  una  etiam  Subftantia  vefica:  cum  eo  appre- 
hendatur  8c  extrahatur  &  dilaceretur:  Ideo  aliqui  Dodti 
viri  invenere  aliam  rationem  Sedtionis,  qua  Calculus 
non  extrahitur,  fed  relinquitu^  hate  Sedtio  in  valde  Se- 
nibus  locum  habet  maxime,  propterea  quod  illi  de¬ 
biles  fint;  8c  non  tam  bene  poifint  extradtionem  ferre: 
Ad  hoc,  quod  illi  jam  fere  ad  terminum  vitae  perve- 
nerint,  8c  ideo  non  debeant  hanc  moleftiam,  quae 
ab  hac  Sedtione  remaneat,  tam  diu  quam  juvenes, 
tolerare.  Locum  etiam  habet,  ubi  Calculus  eft  valde 
magnus,  adeb  ut  fine  periculo  dilacerationis  veficae  8c 
mortis,  non  videatur  extrahibilis.  Haec  Sedlio  procul 
dubio  minus  eft  periculofa  quam  praecedens  5  nam  etfi 
ipfum  vulnus  quidem  fit  periculofum,  tamen  ex  magna 
parte  non  eft  tam  periculofum,  quando  tantum  fit 

■  “  vulnus 
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vulnus  fimplex,  &  nihil  aliud,  quam  quando  infuper 
fit  Calculi  extradtio.  In  hac  ergo  Se&ione,  fit  vul¬ 
nus,  ficut  fupra  didtum,  ufque  ad  veficam :  Sed  multo 
minus,  quam  antea,  8c  Calculus  non  extrahitur,  fed 
relinquitur  ;  fed  curatur  ut  vulnus  nunquam  clauda- 
tur,  led  ut  occallefcant  labia  ejus,  8c  maneat  femper 
apertum,  Ut  ficUrina  per  illud  perpetuo  fluere  poffitj 
ideo  primis  diebus  imponitur  Tubulus  argenteus  fora- 
minatus  ne  claudatur,  quoufque  labris  obdudtis,  ipfum 
per  fe  maneat  apertum.  Haec  Sedtio  non  eft  equidem 
perfedtum  Calculi  remedium,  quia  Calculum  ipfum 
non  aufert,  fed  eft  tamen  valde  utilis,  etenim  aufert 
aut  minuit  praecipua  Symptomata,  quae  Calculus  ad- 
ducit.  Nam  imprimis  tollit  periculum  Suppreffionis 
Urinae  quod  a  Calculo  quotidie  imminet,  quia  fic 
fadto  foramine  poteft  Urina  per  illud  femper  exire 
fine  periculo  Suppreffionis  ejus.  Nam  fi  Calculus  ante 
illud  foramen  cadat,  leniter  ftylo  removetur  8c  Sup- 
preffio  tollitur ;  Si  vero  alius  caderet  ante  canalem 
veficae,  occluderet  ipfum,  fic  ut  urina  exire  non  poffit 
nifi  cum  maximo  dolore,  8c  periculo  Catheter  im- 
poneretur,  et  ut  imponatur,  faepe  Calculum  non 
poteft  removere.  Deinde  tollit  ilium  intolerabilem 
cruciatum,  in  reddenda  Urina,  quam  Calculus  fem¬ 
per  faciebat,  propterea  quod  turn  Urina  exeat  per 
vulnus,  in  cujus  labris  callofis  non  eft  ullus  Senfus,  &. 
fic  non  fit  dolor,  antea  vero  exibat  per  dudtum  Uri- 
narium  8c  virgam  in  qua  acutiffimus  eft  Senfus,  & 
ideo  excitabatur  immenfus  dolor.  Tertio  etiam  quia 
praecavet  mortem,  quae  ante  certo  eflet  fecutura :  Nam 


C  z 


veficae 


1 6  Some  Obfer nations  on  Lithotomy. 

“  veficx  ulcus  &  inflammatio,  quae  Temper  Calculum 
“  comitantur,  polfunt  facilius  curari  injedionibus  in 
“  veficam  per  foramen  fadis,  quam  ante  poterant :  alias 
u  autem  periculum  mortis  erat,  ficuti  etiam  ab  urinae 
“  fuppreffione,  cujus  periculum,  ut  dixi,  hac  Sedione 
“  tollitur.Verum  quidem  eft,  quod  Sedio  cum  extradione 
“  calculi  eflet  melior,  quam  hate,  11  diet  atque  facilis, 
u  fed  eft  longe  periculofior.  Praeftat  ergo  habere  aliquod 
“  remedium  moderatum,  cum  fecuritate,  quam  majus 
“  cum  periculo  maximo.  Eft  etiam  verum,  quod  hxc 
u  Sedio  habeat  magnum  inconveniens,  quod  fcilicec 
iC  homo  tota  vita  debeat  laborare  involuntario  per  vul- 
u  nus  urinae  ftillicidio  5  fed  melius  eft  hanc  moleftiam 
tc  ferre,  quam  in  periculum  vitae  incidere. 

To  recite  the  Particular  Cafes  of  every  one  I  have  cured, 
would  take  up  too  much  Time,  and  be  of  little  life  5  ’tis 
fufficient  to  fay,  that  of  four  or  five  and  Twenty,  whom 
I  have  cut  the  old  Way,  I  have  had  Twenty  living, 
all  cured. 

But  as  fome  had  the  Misfortune  to  dye,  the  parti¬ 
cular  Circumftances  relating  to  them  may  be  of  ufe. 

One  was  an  old  Gentleman  near  Seventy,-  a  weak 
infirm  Man,  almoft  worn  out,  with  the  Violence  of  his 
Pain  5  he  had  a  very  large  Stone  5  the  Operation  was 
happy  enough,  but  the  fixth  Day  after,  he,  without  any 
previous  ill  Symptome,  funk  away. 

Another  was  about  Thirty  Two 5  a  he  had  a  Stone  fo 
monftroully  large,  that  it  cou’d  in  no  wife  be  extraded: 

1  See  fig,  3* 
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The  Incifion  was  made,  and  I  had  fail  Hold  of  the  Stone, 
in  lefs  than  a  Minute,  but  cou’d  not  move  it;  Pieces 
broke  off, 'as  broad  as  a  Shilling,  thick  as  my  Finger, 
and  that  was  all  cou’d  be  done;  my  Forcipes  were  all 
bent,  and  I  was  at  laft  forc’d  to  give  out.  He  dyed  that 
Night,  and  the  next  Day  was  opened ;  we  found  the 
Bladder  fchirrous,  and  very  thick,  and  fo  flrongly  con¬ 
tracted  to  the  Stone,  that  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  dif- 
engaged;  there  were  fuch  large  <3%ug<e  in  the  Stone, 
form’d  by  the  contracted  Bladder,  and  its  own  Accre¬ 
tion,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  be  drawn  forth,  nor  could 
I  with  all  my  Force,  give  it  the  leaf!:  Turn,  fo  as  to 
loofen  it. 

There  were  Two  Boys,  one  of  which  lived  near  half  -f&c 
a  Year; their  Cafes  were  Nephritick,  and  fuch  Quantities.  ajL 

of  fabulous  Matter  every  Day  poured  down  from  theirv^  jW-k: 
Kidneys,  that  it  lay  in  heaps  on  the  Bolfters  when  I 
dreft  them;  it  hindred  the  Union  of  the  Wound,  that 
it  became  Fiftulous,  and  in  that  State  they  remained,  tilf  y  « 'y 
worn  out  by  the  Difeafe. 

There  was  another  poor  Lad,  that  I  cut,  and  ex- 
traded  a  very  large  rough  Stone  from,  who  labour 
under  the  fame  ill  Habit,  and  Misfortune,  yet  lived  very 
comfortably  Two  or  Three  Years.  ■  '*V  u  II 

As  I  have  mention’d  the  Misfortune  of  Fiftula’s 
the  Urethra  from  this  Operation,  let  me  offer  one  Re-Q .  .. 
mark  on  that  Head ;  In  Habits  where  fuch  Quantities  of 
fabulous  Matter  are  continually  pouring  down,  ’tis  no 
wonder,  if  a  Man  is  difappoinced,  in  the  Cure  of  the 
Wound  ;-  Yet  as  that  may  happen  alfo  in  better  Con- 

ftitutions 


r 


, 


1 8  Some  Observations  on  Lithotomy. 

ftitutions,  an  Obfervation  to  the  purpofe  cannot  be 


ami 


ifs. 
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The  Cafe  happen’d  to  a  Patient  of  mine,  a  Young 
Gentleman,  whom  1  happily  cut  and  cured  of  a  large 
Scone  ;  the  Quicknefs  of  the  Operation,  tranfported  me 
fo,  that  I  neglected  to  examine,  whether  there  were 
more  Stones.  After  he  had  been  cured  about  Three 
Weeks,  he  complain’d  as  bad  as  before  the  Operation: 
I  was  fomewhat  furpriz’d,  and  upon  Search  found  another 
Stone. 

He  was  a  Gentleman  of  brave  Refolution,  and  told 
me,  fince  it  was  fo,  he  knew  what  the  Operation  was, 
and  wou’d  be  cut  again,  but  I  will  not  (  fays  he )  un- 
dergo  the  Formality  of  the  Apparatus:  fo  without  any 
farther  Preparation  he  brought  himfelf  to  the  Bed’s  Foot, 
and  drew  up  his  Knees ;  I  introduced  the  Staff,  and  Cut 
by  the  old  Cicatrix,  took  my  Plafter-box  Forceps,  and 
carried  them  into  the  Bladder;  when  in,  I  drew  out  the 
Staff,  and  with  my  Finger  in  Ano,  affifted  my  other 
Hand  with  the  Forceps,  fo  took  hold  of  the  Stone,  and 
extracted  it.  I  carefully  fearch’d  the  Bladder,  but  found 
no  more.  This  was  above  an  Inch  long,  and  thicker 
than  a  Sivans  Quill.  In  the  Cure  afterwards,  I  was  forely 
perplexed,  in  fpite  of  all  my  Endeavours  it  became  callous 
at  the  Urethra;  lo  when  ever  he  made  Water,  part  came 
through  that  Orifice;  I  tryed  many  Methods  to  no  pur¬ 
pofe  ;  at  length  I  thought  on  the a  Actual  Cautery,  which 
in  a  few  Days  compleated  the  Cure;  and  he  is  at  this 
Time  perfectly  Well. 

*  Hippocrat.  Sed.  S.  Aphorifm.  y[.  'Oira  *&?{*«*«  cvk  in-nti,  oiAip®  ft ^  M?®- 
ivKWTuii  in  jay  oa&  J$  nvp  QVKinr&i,  tclvta 
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In  September  1722.  Through  the  Intereft  of  Robert 
Cay ,  Efq$  ("to  whofe  generous  Friendfhip  I  am  under  the 
greateft  Obligations,)  I  was  introduced  to  the  Acquain¬ 
tance  of  Mr.  Dobyns  and  Mr.  P  amber,  who  both  did  me 
the  Favour  in  a  very  particular  Manner,  to  admit  me  to 
fee  them  perform  this  New  Way. 

Soon  after  this,  a  Young  Lad  was  put  under  my 
Care  3  he  was  about  Seven  Years  of  Age,  hedtical,  and 
fubjedt  to  a  Cough  3  after  the  Injection,  I  divided  the  In¬ 
teguments,  and  as  cautioufly  as  pofiible  laid  the  Bladder 
bare,  then  about  an  Inch  above  the  Os  Pubis,  with  a 
fharp-pointed  Knife,  made  a  Pundlure5  when  the  In¬ 
jection  appeared,  I  immediately  palled  in  a  lenticulated 
Knife,  and  cut  down  to  the  Os  Pubis :  My  Finger  palled 
down  with  the  Knife,  then  I  introduced  the  Forceps,  and 
foon  extracted  a  large  Stone. 

Matters  went  on  promiling  for  Three  or  Four  Days  3 
then  began  a  violent  Pain  in  his  Right  Side,  that  Hypo- 
chondrium  tenfe,  and  hard,  Dyfpncea,  Vomiting,  Or. 
In  the  Wound  fome  finall  fhew  of  Digeftion  on  the 
Edges,  but  a  black  Hough  in  the  Middle,  by  the  fide  of 
which  a  large  Quantity  of  foetid  Sanies  difcharged :  he 
held  on  thus  Sixteen  or  Seventeen  Days  and  then  dyed, 

He  was  open’d  the  next  Day  3  upon  drawing  the  In- 
teftines  on  one  fide,  we  found  a  large  Tumour  in 
the  Duplicature  of  the  (Peritoneum,  firetching  away 
from  the  Fundus  Vejice  up  the  Ureter  to  the  right  Kid- 
ney5  upon  prelfure,  it  difcharg’d  it  felf  in  the  Wound  by 
the  Slough  abovementiontd. 

What 
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What  is  remarkable  in  this  Operation,  is,  that  as  this 
Abfcefs  was  external  of  the  Urinary  Pafiages,  it  led  me 
into  a  ferious  Confederation  of  fome  Circumftances  in 
the  Operation  it  fell,  that  in  Cutting  downward  with  the 
lenticulated  Knife,  tho’  I  was  in  the  Bladder,  before 
the  Injection  was  difcharg’d,  yet  in  palfing  my  Finger 
with  the  Knife,  ’tis  poflible,  I  might  by  too  quick  a  Pro- 
trufion  of  the  Finger,  make  a  Separation  of  the  Bladder 
from  the  Peritonaeum ;  the  Confequence  of  which  might 
be  a  Sinus,  and  from  thence  this  Abfcefs  between  the 
Membranes. 

Upon  reflecting  on  this  Cafe,  I  thought,  that  if  the 
Incifion  was  begun  clofe  to  the  Os  Pubis,  and  lo  advan¬ 
ced  upwards,  that  Accident  might  be  avoided  for  the 
future  $  the  Bladder,  if  fairly  injeCted  .very  much  Fa¬ 
vouring  fuch  an  Incifion. 

The  next  that  offer’d,  was  a  Currier’s  Child  of  Wootton - 

«r 

under-edge,  Clocefterjhire,  about  Five  Years  Old,  a  lively 
brisk  Boy,  under  frequent  Suppreflions  of  Urine  ;  the 
Bladder  being  injected,  the  Skin  and  Mufcles  divided  as 
before,  I  began  the  Incifion  with  a  pointed  Knife,  the 
back  of  the  Knife  clofe  to  the  Os  Pubis  5  I  puffi’d  down, 
till  the  InjeCtion  appear’d,  and  with  the  Fore  Finger  of 
my  left  Hand,  bore  on  the  Back  of  the  Knife,  ftill  Hid¬ 
ing  on  my  Finger,  as  I  made  the  Incifion,  till  my  Finger 
flipt  over  the  Point,  by  which  means  that  being  guard¬ 
ed,  the  Incifion  was  made  as  far  as  I  thought  neceflary, 
then  I  flipt  down  the  Forceps,  and  drew  forth  a  Smooth 
Stone,  about  the  Bignefs  of  a  large  Nutmeg,  in  Shape 
fomething  like  a  Kidney,  There  was  no  ill  Accident 

attending 
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attending  this  Cure,  and  what  is  very  extraordinary, 
after  his  firftDreffing,  he  never  made  any  Urine  through^ 
the  Wound,  and  was  well  ^ouyhe. Street  at 


4  • 


tirteenth  Day  alter  the  u«w «*#»«$£*!  'fiSrt  «*?/ 
Another  was  a  poor  Fellow  of  Wells  in  Somerfetjhre ;  - 

whom  Mr.  Lucas,  an  experienc’d  Surgeon  of  that  Place, 

defired  me  to  cut :  He  was  1 9  Years  Old,  and  from 

Child  under  the  Afflidion,  miferably  emaciated.  Upon  ^  "M 

fearch  I  found  a  large  Stone,  his  Bladder  thick  and  hard,.; 

ftrongly  contraded  to  it,  a  Stillicidium  Urinae  conftanu^  ~ 

on  him,  and  full  of  fabulous  Matter.  I  made  the  In-  .*> 

jedion  but  cou’d  not  force  in  above  Two  Ounces 

There  appear’d  a  fmall  Turgefcency  on  one  fide  the  Lmecy  ^ 

alba  juft  above  the  Os  (pubis:  I  divided  the  Skin,  <^c. 

and  the  Turgefcency  appear’d  ( fuch  as  it  was )  very 

v'lfible  it  being  that  Part  only  of  the  Bladder,  which 

was  capable  of  Extenfion.  I  preft  down  the  Knife,,  as  in. 

the  laft  Obfervation,  and  with  my  Finger  examin  d  the 

Stone-  the  Bladder  fo  ftridly  encompafled  it,  that  I 

cou’d  not  propofe  to  take  hold  of  it,  till  diftodged  from 

its  Stridures,  which  with  fome  difficulty  was  done,  and 

then  extraded.  It  was  a  large  foft  fabulous  Stone,  very, 

porous  and  rough,  the  Coats  of  .the  Bladder  ulcerated 

and  very  fungous.  Mr.  Lucas  took  the  utmoft  Care  ol 

him,  the  Sloughs  feparated,  but  the  Difcharge  of  Matter^ 

was  fo  much,  and  the  Bladder  fo  extraordinarily  affeded, 

that  after  near  a  Month’s  Bearing  up  under  all  thefe 

Difficulties,  he  dyed.  Upon  opening  him,  he  found  the 

Neck  of  the  Bladder,  and  where  the  Stone  was  lodged, 

very  fchirrous,  and  full  of  deep  Ulcers.  . 

D  1  he 
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The  laft  was  a  poor  Lad  of  Glocefter,  recommended  to 
my  Care  by  the  Charity  offome  Gentlemen  there:  He  was 
.  about  Nine  Years  of  Age,  much  emaciated,  a  fixt  Pain 
in  his  right  Kidney,  a  Stillicidium  Urin «e.  Upon  Search¬ 
ing  him,  I  found  a  large  Stone,  prelfing  down  very  low 
in  ( Terin<eo I  fhou’d  have  chofe  Cutting  him  the  old 
Way,  but  the  Mother  had  been  prejudiced  againft  it,  by 
fome  finifter  Infinuations ;  the  Particulars  of  which,  as 
they  are  foreign  to  my  Purpofe,  I  fhall  pafs  by  with  that 
Contempt  and  Difregard  fuch  Ufage  deferves.  I  made 
the  Incifion  as  before,  and  got  into  the  Bladder  to  my 
Wifti,  took  hold  of  the  Stone  inftantly,  but  to  my  Sur¬ 
prize  cou’d  not  draw  it  forth  3  bending  the  Forceps  a  little 
backward,  to  loofen  the  Stone,  it  broke  and  the  Piece  in 
the  Forceps  was  brought  forth  5  it  broke  off  in  the  Mid¬ 
dle,  juft  under  the  Os  Tubis,  the  remaining  and  biggeft 
Part  lay  in  Terticeo,  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder  ftrongly 
contracted  round  it:  (the  Shape  of  the  Stone,  as  in  the 
Figure  annex’d,  will  beft  account  for  the  Accident.)  I 
then  introduced  my  Finger  again,  and  with  the  Fore¬ 
finger  of  my  other  Hand  in  Ano ,  got  up  the  other  Piece 
into  the  Bladder,  and  then  extracted  it. 

I  had  all  the  promifing  Hopes  of  Cure  for  Sixteen 
or  Eighteen  Days,  his  Wound  digefted  finely,  and  in- 
carn’d  as  one  could  defire  3  but  the  Nineteenth  Day,  he 
complain’d  of  his1  Side  more  than  ufual,  grew- Faint,  fell 
fronii  his-Stomach,  and  dyed  the  One  and  Twentieth  Day 
after  *the  Operation.11  As  to  his  Wound  and  Belly,  he 
never  had  any  Uneafinefs  there,  after  the  firft  Two  or 
Three  Days.  •  2 

F  ,:i  Upon 
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Upon  opening  him,  we  found  the  Bladder  and  Pa'rts 
adjacent,  free  from  any  Inflammation,  and  the  Wound 
incarn’d  with  the  Mufcles  of  the  Belly :  Upon  removing 
the  Inteftines,  which  were  all  well,  and  free  from  any 
vifible  Indifpofltion ;  The  right  Kidney  was  found  of  a 
prodigious  Size,  and  ftrangely  indurated  3  The  left  Kid¬ 
ney  wafted  to  nothing  but  its  external  Coat,  and  the 
Ureter  diftended  fo,  as  to  admit  the  End  of  my  little 
Finger:  Upon  Examining  the  right  Kidney,  I  found  it 
full  of  j foetid  Tus,  and  fuch  a  Saburra  of  Gritt,  and  other 
cretaceous  Matter,  that  its  Ureter  was  obllruCted,  and 
fill'd  half  way  down  with  it.  As  the  Cafe  was  fo  very  ex¬ 
traordinary,  I  have  given  a  Draught  of  it,  after  it  was 
taken  out  of  the  Body,  which  will  beft  explain  the  Diffi¬ 
culties,  that  obftruCted  our  Cure. 

I  muft  fay  this  however,  that  the  lefler  Operation  in 
the  old  Way,  wou’d  have  been  perform’d  with  thegreateft 
Eafe  in  this  Boy,  and  had  the  Advantage  of  any  other 
Method  3  But  fuch  was  the  Unhappinefs  of  his  Conftitu- 
tion,  he  cou’d  not  have  long  furvived  the  Cure  any  way. 

Thefe  are  the  Cafes  material,  that  I  have  been  con¬ 
cern'd  in  on  this  Head  3  the  Difficulties  that  have  occurr’d 
in  them,  have  given  great  Satisfaction  to  my  private 
Thoughts  on  this  Operation. 

I  fliall  adventure  to  offer  fome  general  Remarks  on 
the  whole. 

In  Perfons  where  that  Materies  falulofa  abounds,  the 
Kidneys  are  primarily  affeCted,  and  continually  afford 
frefh  Supplies  of  that  tophaceous  Gritt,  which  make  up 
the  Compofition  of  thofe  foft  rough  Stones. 

A  Stillicidlum  Urin<e}  is  a  certain  Symptome  of  them  3 

lH-  -  T 
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They  produce  the  utmoft  Pain,  and  are  very  irritating  3 
this  inflames,  ulcerates,  and  thickens  the  Membranes  $ 
whereby  the  Bladder  is  prejudiced  in  its  natural  Excretion. 
And  from  thence  by  a  Collates  of  this  Matter  with  the 
Lentor  and  Mucus  of  thofe  Parts,  are  form’d  thofe  Cal¬ 
culous  Concretions,  which  by  time  gather  to  fuch  a 
Quantity,  as  to  receive  its  Shape  and  Figure  from  the  con¬ 
tracted  Bladder  a.  The  inward  Structure  of  the  Stones 
will  bell:  explain  the  Manner  of  their  Accretion,  there¬ 
fore  the  Figures  of  leveral  Sorts  I  have  annexed. 

How  far  the  Obfervation  above  may  be  carried  in  Ob¬ 
jection  to  (Rojfetus’ s  Method,  I  fhall  not  prefume  to  fay  3 
yet  every  one  knows,  that  depending  Cavities,  are  the 
greatefl:  ObftruCtions  we  meet  with  in  our  Practice  3  and 
I  believe  the  Relapfes  of  fome  nephritick  Patients,  after 
the  Operation  has  fucceeded,  take  their  Rife  from  that 
Saburra ,  which  mull:  be  collected  even  in  the  time  of  Cure. 

And  whether  the  Dilatation  of  the  SphinCter,  the  de¬ 
pending  Orifice  See.  as  in  the  old  Ways,  may  not,  in 
luch  Conftitutions,  have  happier  EffeCts  let  the  impartial 
Artifl:  confider. 

Smooth  Stones,  that  are  loofe,  tumbling  in  the  Blad¬ 
der,  receive  their  Shape  and  Accretion  in  another  man¬ 
ner  5  and  a  Supprelfion  of  Urine  for  the  molt  Part  is  their 
concomitant  Symptome :  In  thefe  Sorts  of  Stones,  the 
high  Operation  may  have  the  preference. 

it  may  be  objected,  that  there  are  fome  Accidents  as 
.  Impotency,  involuntary  Emiflion  of  Urine,  Fillula’s  See. 

*  Eernelius  cap.  xiii.  de  veficae  morbis.  Omnem  calculum  in  yefica  conclufum  rudimen- 
tmn  quoddam  e  renibus  traxifife,  e  quibus  per  nepbriticum  dolorera  excidens  ft  grandiufctdus 
eft,  in  yeftea  alsquandiu  haeret,  ac  plerunque  perfiftit*  illicque  allatarum  foi'dium  adhxfu 
coagmematur,  dura  yerus  confirmatufque  lapis  fiat. 
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are  Inconveniences  to  which  the  lower  Methods  are  liable  5 
yet  as  thefe  do  not  always  follow,  the  immediate  Safety 
of  the  Patient  fhould  be  the  foie  View  of  the  Surgeon, 
who  ought  not  to  pin  himfelf  down  to  one  only  Method. 
And  I  am  apt  to  believe  the  feveral  Inconveniences  that 
have  attended  the  ufual  Methods  have  been  owing  to  too 
find  an  Attachment  to  the  generally  receiv’d  Opinion, 
that  Wounds  in  the  membranous  Part  of  the  Bladder  are 
mortal. 

This  was  what  tyed  up  the  Hands  of  many  Surgeons, 
from  making  their  Incifions  fo  far  up,  as  Experience  now, 
n  this  new  Method,  allures  us  we  may  wit 1  Safety. 

Indeed  I  have  obferv’d,  that  in  all  thofe  I  have  cut  the 
lower  Way,  the  larger  my  Incifions  were,  the  more  fuc- 
cefsful  was  the  Operation  and  Cure. 

And  as  to  involuntary  Emiffions  of  Urine,  in  three 
Women,  from  whom  I  Extracted  large  Stones,  one, 
which  was  by  Dilatation  only,  had  that  Misfortune 5  To 
the  other  two,  in  whom  the  Calculi  were  bigger,  I  made 
Incifion  3  by  that  means  the  Parts  were  lefs  injured,  and 
they  became  foon  perfedly  well. 3 

This  concludes  what  I  have  to  offer  on  this  Head.  And 
as  I  have  no  otherView  but  a  general  Good,  the  Fate  of  its 
Reception  gives  me  the  lefs  Concern :  The  Narratives  are 
purely  Fad,  and  therefore  will  admit  of  no  Difpute. 

No  other  Motive  cou’d  have  prevail'd  on  me  to  an 
Attempt  of  this  Kind,  but  the  Duty  and  Love  I  owe  to 
my  Profefilon. 

8  Celfus  p.  478.  Ex  quo  5c  fangumis  profufio,  5c  diftenfio  nervorum  fieri  poteft,  quae 
fi  quis  evafit,  giulto  tapaen  patentiorem  fiftulam  habiturus  eft/rupta  ceryice.  qua-m  ha- 
buifiet,  incifa. 

An 
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TABLE  I. 

Fig.  i.  is  the  Scheme  as  it  was  juft  taken  out  of  the 
Body  of  the  Boy  mention’d  in  the  laft  Obfervation. 

a.  The  Right  Kidney  open’d,  reprefenting  the  Cellula 
form’d  by  the  Stones  and  cretaceous  Matter  lodg’d 
in  them. 

b.  The  left  Kidney,  the  Parenchyma  wholly  wafted. 

c.  The  left  Ureter,  of  a  very  great  and  unufual  Bignefs 

d.  The  Bladder. 

e.  Its  Neck  where  the  biggeft  End  of  the  Stone  lay. 

/.  The  Wound  incarn’d  to  the  Mufcles  of  the  Belly. 

g.  The  Urachus. 

Fig.  2.  3.4.  are,  a.  b.  The  external  Figures  of  the 
Stone  taken  from  the  Fellow  of  Wells. 

c.  Its  inward  Structure,  a  fmall  Nucleus  in  a  Bed  of  Gritt. 

The  Lamina  without  that,  of  a  more  cretaceous  Mat¬ 
ter,  to  the  external  Surface,  which  was  very  rough 
and  fabulous. 

Fig.  5.  6.  are  the  Figures  of  a  Stone  I  extracted  from 
v  a  Boy  cut  the  old  Way,  and  only  fhewn  to  exprefs 
the  in  fide  Structure. 
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Table  ii. 

1  •  Fs  a^?icle  View  of  the  forecrninrr  i> 

when  dry.  Agoing  Preparation 

a.  The  right  Kidney.  €| 

k  Left,  wjth  its  large  Ureter. 

5.  ?hhee  BUddted  Ureter  of  thc  ri^  Ki<W- 

r  ilCw7e  m,ade  hy  the  0s  Tubis, 

/•  1  he  Wound. 

«g*  The  Urachus. 

b.  The  Stone  it  felf  in  Miniature. 

Fig-  2.  are  27  of  the  2  ?  Stones  r 

Gentleman,  mention’d  Page  ,  t  ^  ***  °U 

Fig*  h  4i  5-  Are  3  Stones  taken  fmm  „ 
cut  the  old  Way  and  cured  FGung  Lad, 

Is  theinfide  Structure  of  the  big 2eft 

" rtetThicWi of ® of  . ray 

F,gmLL>d  Pagf,r,^r  “?  ®«  *«  Stone 

of  a  cretaceous  Matter ;  it  weigh’d  “  oS^T“ 
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TABLE  III. 


♦, 


Fig.  i,  2.  Are  the  internal  and  external  Figures  of  a 
imoo^jp^tone. 


Fig.  5.  4.  Are  the  fame  of  a  rough  Stone,  taken  from 
a  Perfon  cured  the  old  Way  5  The  blackifh  Part  in 
the  infide  Figure,  is  of  a  Chefnut  colour,  and  is  a 
Collection  of  fmall  Pebbles,  that  carry  a  Coat  like 
polifh’d  Marble. 


Fig.  5.  6.  7.  8.  Are  the  fame  of  a  Monftrous  Stone 
taken  from  a  Perfon  of  this  City,  that  dyed  of  it. 
a.  b.  Are  the  external  Figures,  the  Excr.efcences  of  it 
are  of  a  blackifh  Colour,  very  hard,  but  here  and 
there  befet  with  white  Salts.  It  was  of  the  exact 
Figure  of  the  Bladder  with  its  Neck. 
c.  d.  Are  the  internal  Figures  of  its  Structure,  thofe 
Striae,  or  Rays  in  the  middle  of  a  Chefnut  colour, 
polifh’d  like  Marble. 

Fig.  9.  1  o.  Is  the  external  and  internal  Figure  of  a 
very  large  Stone,  its  external  Surface  ^ery  fmooth. 
The  inward  Struture  is  a  foft,  Calx  in  feveral  Lamina, 
then  a  broad  Circle  of  that  hard  polifli’d  Subftance, 
of  a  Chefnut  colour,  which  is  again  cafcd  over 
with  a  cretaceous  Matter  in  Laminae  to  the  exter¬ 
nal  Coat. 


FINIS. 


f 


M 

:  -  '?  ■ 


z' 


% 


/ 


1 


~  -=i 

III  M 

f/JfH  'ffl 

fr 

A 


ihi 


r 


-4 


v  -  » . 


